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Kansei Design and Evaluation of Functional Shoes
for the Elderly

Ya-Hsueh Lee

Department of Visual Communication Design, Southern Taiwan University of Science and Technology

Abstract

This research was based on Kansei engineering theory and evaluated through user sensory experiments. In-
depth interviews and analysis were conducted to explore the perceptions of seniors with different personality traits
towards functional shoes. The research process was divided into five stages: (1) Screening samples of shoes; (2)
Dismantling sample design; (3) DISC personality experiment for the elderly; (4) Sensory evaluation experiment;
(5) Preference experiment. The results showed that the dominant and conscientious personalities emphasize the
convenience of functional shoes; Influential personalities emphasize exquisite and comfort; Stable personalities
have no significant sensory imagery. About the design elements of shoes corresponding in feelings, in terms of
vamp materials, the elders of Dominants, Influcens, and Conscientiousness all prefer flannel. In terms of insole
materials, most elders prefer mesh insoles. In terms of colors, most prefer black, while only Steadiness prefer
noble red. The results are expected to help designers and manufacturers to design and produce products that meet
the physiological and psychological needs of different elderly.
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